down the broad outlines of such a programme. Such a programme would have to deal with questions of capital and labour and the land laws, more the latter, as India is still overwhelmingly an agricultural country. 37
Jawaharlal Nehru was indeed critical of the fact that the INC had prevaricated, all the while, in addressing these issues. He points out two factors as being the cause for this prevarication: "The lack of uniformity of the land laws" was one of the causes according to him, and the second being "the fear of many Congressmen lest they irritate and antagonize powerful classes like the big capitalists and the landlords." The notes, indeed, put in capsule the large debate within the nationalist leadership over the strategy of the movement for freedom and reveal Nehru's mind in clear terms. Stressing the imperative for securing the good of the cultivator class, both the land owning cultivators and the "landless man who would cultivate if he had the chance," Nehru also underlined that it was necessary for the INC to draft its agrarian program not merely for the sake of precipitating a class conflict, but stressed that "the conflict has been there and is there. It is the inevitable outcome of the existing conditions...."39
Nehru's prescription was that the leadership of the INC had the "ultimate ideal clear-cut in their minds" and that:
where a choice between two positions has to be made the Congress must, without fear, back the vital groups the masses, the kisans and petty zamindars, and landless people-even though the consequences might be the driving away of the taluqdars and the big zamindars. Any weakening in such matters would end the solid and the only real support of the masses for the taluqdars shadow which 40 we can never grasp."
The notes were not mere prescriptions on the strategy for the national movement. They contained, instead, a pointer

footnote: Notes made in Naini Prison, 1930. Jawaharlal Nehru Miscellaneous Papers, NMML, New Delhi.
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